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Holy Family is a Parish of the Diocese of Motherwell, Charity No. SC 011041 
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Job wonders if life is worth living 
for the one who suffers. 
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Paul preaches the gospel at great 
cost and also under great constraint 
to fulfill his charge. 
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Jesus cures a fever on his day off 
and then keeps on healing, travel-
ling, and teaching.�
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Did Jesus go on retreat?  
In the gospel today we hear of how 
Jesus, “rising very early before dawn … 
left and went off to a deserted place, 
where he prayed.” Other passages in 
the gospel testify to similar practices. In 
Matt. 14:13 Jesus “withdrew . . . in a 
boat to a lonely place apart,” and in 
Mark 6:32 he takes the disciples with 
him: “They went away in the boat to a 
lonely place by themselves.” Later, 
“after he had dismissed the crowds, he 
went up on the mountain by himself to 
pray” (Matt. 14:23). And in Luke 5:16, 
Jesus “withdrew to the wilderness and 
prayed.”  

 
The next time you feel the need  
to go away and pray, remember  
that even Jesus went on retreats. 
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to the family of the late Peggy Gault who was 
buried from our church last week.  May she 
enjoy the reward in the next life of all those 
who sought to follow Christ in this life 
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A sheet with the texts 
of the Mass readings 
for the following Sun-
day and suggestions 
for reflections on the 
same readings is 

available from the church porch. This 
resource is called ‘THE WEDNESDAY 
WORD’ (it becomes available on the 
Wednesdays over a week ahead of the read-
ings). THESE ARE ESPECIALLY 
USEFUL FOR READERS and also for 
the growing number of parishioners in-
terested in deepening their knowledge 
and understanding of the Sacred Scrip-
tures. The resource can be found on the 
internet at 
 

www.wednesdayword.org 
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SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
Holy Family SVDP has organised a  ������3���=�� ����������with the Schoenstatt 
Sisters, Campsie Glen. Monday 23 February 2009 on 
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The retreat will include Mass and the  
opportunity for confessions for any who may wish to go. 
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as part of our 125th anniversary celebra-
tions. There will be a Mini Mission of three 
days at the beginning of September. 
 
BROTHERS SEAN AND MARTIN  FROM 

THE ORDER OF FRIARS OF RENEWAL 
BASED IN LIMERICK, EIRE,  

WILL CONDUCT THE MISSION.  
 
The Community of the Franciscan Friars 
of the Renewal (CFR) was begun in 1987 
by eight Capuchin Franciscan friars under 
the leadership and initiative of Fr. Benedict 
J. Groeschel, CFR. (of EWTN fame) 
 
From the original eight members and their 
first friary in the South Bronx, the Friars of 
the Renewal have grown to approximately 
100 men in number in 18 countries. 
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The Friars lives revolve around the three 
fundamental pillars of prayer, fraternity and 
apostolic service that are rooted in the Gos-
pel and exemplified in the life of St. Fran-
cis. Following the contemplative tradition 
of the Capuchins, the Friars spend between 
four and five hours in prayer each day that 
includes Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and 
the Liturgy of the Hours, the Rosary, Lectio 
Divina and spiritual reading, and personal 
prayer. One day each week is dedicated to 
greater recollection and each friar takes a 
few days each month for prayer in solitude.  
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The friars live together in common as broth-
ers of one family, praying, sharing, work-
ing, serving and recreating together.  They 
do not employ any domestic help, and do all 
of the work of the friary themselves: cook-
ing, cleaning, washing clothes and mainte-
nance. Manual labour is part of their life.  
They sincerely strive to live a simple life of 
poverty, austerity and penance. They accept 
no regular income for any of their aposto-
lates, preferring instead to depend on Di-
vine Providence manifested through the 
generosity of benefactors. As much as pos-
sible they beg rather than purchase what 
they need to live and serve in the apostolate. 
 
We look forward to their visit and I hope 
the mission will be an enriching experience 
for the whole parish. 
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£50  Heather Liengie  Calder Road 
£25  Eddie Graham   Garfield Ave. 
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in aid of St. 
A n d r e w ’ s 
Hospice on 
W e d n e s d a y 
18th February 
7.00pm in the 

Parish Centre.  Tickets £1.00 incl. tea.  
Children 50p.  Tickets on sale in the stall. 
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